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Hristina Gaydarska, Program-specific researcher f#EW%E B

I come from Bulgaria. I received Ph.D. in Public Policy from the
National Graduate Institute for Policy Study in Tokyo (GRIPS) in 2019.
After working at GRIPS, Tokyo as a part-time research assistant, |
worked at the Research Institute for Economics and Business
Administration, Kobe University. I joined CiRA in May 2022.

BRI FrEdtstE (ASHBIJEH)

2007 H= 2 — I — 7 ML RKFT NN =—1 23 (Double Major in
Economics & Sociology) , RF{EZEEZEE . 2014 FIZ AR F KT
Bk e A TFEEANT: R I « P HE) . 2019 FRIRFFeatst
FRERREIRSY:, FIRFPIER ENITER 28T, 2020 4F 4 H KV =5
WHoEbt e A S eIl (ASHBI) FeEifse e, M
AFZEE, 2021 4 3 HIZHt: (GRE I  HufS.

Xanat Vargas Meza, Program-specific researcher (ASHBI J& H)

Born in Mexico City and imported to Asia in 2010. I obtained a Master
Degree in Media and Communication from Yeungnam University, South
Korea, in 2014. I obtained a Ph.D. in Kansei Sciences from the

University of Tsukuba in 2019. I have had several Assistant Professor

and Researcher positions in Japanese academic institutions before joining
ASHBI and CiRA in April 2023.
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“Nothing About Us Without Us”- but how should we
ERER engage with patients and the public for clinical researches
that respect this principle?

W R 2812 35 1F 5 & i .2 #]  (Patient and Public Involvement/Engagement,
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Public-private nature of regenerative medicine and the

Hristina Gaydarska global race in IP rights competition

Regenerative Medicine bioproducts have a significant social value but also a high
market price. While RM bioproducts have been increasingly created in an international
context, many patents have also recently formed in a global context. In particular, I
look at the future possible scenarios of how the value of intellectual property rights
would change with the emergence of technologies and what kind of tensions would
potentially occur. This poster presentation makes several points about the public-
private nature of regenerative medicine and the global race in IP rights competition.
The first point of presentation was the global dispersion of the patents for iPS cells
among many entities, which could increase tension between various stakeholders and
hypothetically impede the market entrance of lower-cost similar bioproducts. The
second point of the presentation was the difference in the replication of biologicals into
biosimilars compared to drugs that are transferable to generics. The main point of
discussion was that the nature of competition for bioproducts is more uncertain to occur
than that for generic drugs, and therefore we have to manage tensions between the
stakeholders and strike a balance between competition policy and patent rights. The
presentation places emphasis on the global race for the development of the IP rights
landscape, which may further consolidate or impede regenerative medicine
innovations, and the importance of policy and regulatory improvement.
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202442 H 15 H The interplay of ethics and genetic technologies in balancing
Hristina Gaydarska the social valuation of the human genome in UNESCO
Declarations

During the CiRA Progress Seminar, I presented our recent paper, which investigates
the interplay of ethics and genetic technologies in balancing the social valuation of the
human genome in UNESCO Declarations over the more than 30 years since the
establishment of the Human Genome Project. I emphasized the importance of the
descriptive sociological analysis of the three waves of this valuation, mainly by
considering three key UNESCO declarations and a relevant report and examining how
the declarations’ ethical foci are framed within the context of rapidly evolving genetic
technologies and their social applications. One important point of discussion was the
shifting balance between collectivism and individualism of the three waves of human
genome valuation, starting with a broadly constructed valuation of the human genome
as a common human heritage and moving to a valuation of dynamic applications within
various social and medical contexts (e.g., personalized genomic medicine and genome
editing). Over the last three decades, genomics has gradually shifted from a science
based on broad similarities to a study of differences among groups, communities, and
populations. Another point of discussion was that genomic risk prediction raises
concerns regarding multiple grouping, which is another aspect of rebalancing
individuals and social groups at large. The clinical use of such genetic predictions could
also exacerbate race-based health disparities and reinforce systemic biases in self-
reported race. With the development of genetic technologies and genomic editing
increasingly discussed, there is a need to re-consider the value of humanity's heritage.
The presentation concludes by discussing continuity and change in value balancing vis-
a-vis changing genomic technologies.
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UK-Japan Engineering Biology Seminar

“Panel Discussion on Responsible Innovation”
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